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for the Church, but gave up this idea and went to London in
1725. His first poem was Winter, which was followed by Summer,
Spring and Autumn ; the four being finally published together
under the general title of The Seasons.* For some years he
travelled abroad as tutor to the Solicitor-General's son. Even-
tually his friends and patrons obtained him a government
sinecure. The Castle of Indolence, possibly his best work, ap-
peared in 1748. As a dramatist Thomson was not successful,
though his Masque of Alfred is remembered as introducing Rule,
Britannia. His literary life was spent in Richmond, Surrey,
where he is buried.
Whittier, John Greenleaf (1807-1892). Born at Boston, Mass.,
U.S.A., and often known as " The Quaker Poet" on account
of his ancestry. In early life he worked on a farm, but finally
entered literature through politics, being an ardent adherent
to the cause of Anti-Slavery. By his writings, both as a poet
and a journalist, he did much to stimulate national feeling in
the cause of freedom. Isolated pieces such as The Pipes of
Lucknow, Snow-Bound, Maud Midler and Barbara Frietehie keep his
memory green when more ambitious work has been forgotten.
Wolfe, Charles (1791-1823). Born in Dublin and educated
at Winchester and Trinity College, Dublin. He took orders
and became Rector of Donoughmore, but his health failed and
he died of consumption at an early age. His fame as a poet
rests entirely upon the universally admired Burial of Sir John
Moore, which first appeared anonymously in an Irish newspaper.
Wordsworth, William (i 770-1850). Son of a land-agent, he was
born at Cockermouth. He was educated at Penrith and Hawks-
head and St. John's College, Cambridge, and was greatly influ-
enced by his experience in France when the revolutionary move-
ment was at its height. In collaboration with Coleridge he pro-
duced in 1798 the volume of Lyrical Ballads which influenced so
profoundly the course of English literature. As the leader of
the Lake. School he established a reputation which grew with
the changing taste in poetic methods and ideals, and hi 1843 ^e
succeeded his friend Southey as Poet Laureate. He was buried
in the little churchyard at Grasmere, close to his old home.